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Reconeilinlio

Jess said to [the apostles] again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me,
even vo I send you.” And when be had said this, he breathed on them, and said to them,
“Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sinvs of any, they are forgiven;
if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” ~ Jobhn 20:21-25

HE sacrament

of Reconcili-

ation contin-
V@ ues the work
of conversion and
forgiveness in the life
of the Christian — a
work that is neces-
sary, because the in-
clination to sin is not
removed in Baptism
and our life as a child
of God can be weak-
ened and even lost by
sin. As long as we
live on earth, we must
strugg]e a.gainst this
inclination, and thus
we demonstrate our
choice to love God
above all else, to be
saints.

“If we say we have no
atn, we decetve ourselves”
(1 JIn 1:8), “vince all
bave sinned and fall
short of the glory of God”
(Rom 3:23), even af-
ter Baptism. For this
reason, Jesus gave to =
the Twelve the power
to forgive sins in the
sacrament of Reconciliation, especially for those who
have committed mortal (deadly) sin (see Mt 16:19;
Mt 18:18; Jn 20:21-23). In this way, we receive
spiritual healing and salvation from our Lord Jesus

Christ himself.

The Names of the Sacrament

The preferred name for this sacrament is “Rec-
onciliation,” because this name identifies the very

“Through the priest, God delivers his
forgivenedds to the sinner.”

The Prodigal Son, by Gustave Doré, 1855-1885

purpose of the sac-
rament. The sacra-
ment reconciles one
with God and re-
stores their intimate
friendship. Never-
theless, each of the
names given to this
sacrament high-
lights important as-
pects. The name
“sacrament of Con-
version” emphasiz-
es Jesus’ command,
“Repent, and believe in
the gospel,” which is
given to every per-
son (Mk 1:15; see
also Lk 15:18). The
name “sacrament of
Confession” points
to the essential el-
ement of “confes-
sion” in which the
penitent (one seek-
ing the sacrament)
both confesses his
or her sins and a
belief in God’s mer-
cy. The name “sac-
rament of Penance”
is perhaps the old-
est name for this sacrament and underscores the im-
portance of doing penance as both a sign of thanks-
giving to God for his mercy and an expression of the
desire to repair the damage caused by sin. The last
two names, “sacrament of Forgiveness” and “sacra-
ment of Reconciliation,” are closely united. Through
the priest, who acts in pervona Chrusti (“in the person
of Christ”), God delivers his forgiveness to the sin-
ner who converts, confesses, and repents. In this

The Association for Catechumenal Ministry (ACM) grants the original purchaser (parish, local parnchial institution, or individual) permission to reproduce this handont.
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